VFW RIDERS POST 2785
BYLAWS



ARTICLE 1: FORMATION OF CHAPTER

This Document is intended to serve as the By-Laws for the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 2785 Riders Group, henceforth referred to as the VFWRG, Pursuant to our national
VFW charter, approved & dated 11 Nov. 2025.

PURPOSE:
1. To promote and support programs of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
2. To promote motorcycle safety programs.
3. To provide a social atmosphere for VFW members who share the same interests.


ARTICLE 2: MEMBERSHIP

a. The Veterans of Foreign Wars Motorcycle Riders Group is a motorcycle group made up of members in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), VFW Auxiliary and invited participants who enjoy the pastime of motorcycling.
b. Members and participants who own a motorcycle must ensure it is legal and must possess a valid motorcycle driver’s license in their state of residence and maintain proper levels of insurance; or passenger thereto; or non-riding persons volunteering on behalf of the group in an active supporting role.

i. Participants

1. Persons, otherwise, not eligible for the VFW or VFW Auxiliary, will be permitted to become VFWRG “supporters”.

2. Such part classification does not constitute membership in the VFW or VFW Auxiliary nor come with the promise of any material, financial, or other benefit to the VFWRG, its members or committee; nor to any other member at any other organizational level within the VFW or VFW Auxiliary; nor will there be any similar gains for the honoree through the conferring of "participant" status, but is intended as a means to provide recognition to those who show strong support to the VFW/VFWRG stated purpose.


3. Persons, otherwise, not eligible for VFW or VFW Auxiliary, who subsequently become eligible for VFW or VFW Auxiliary membership, must join.



ARTICLE 3: OFFICERS/ ELECTIONS

a. Each VFWRG will annually elected/appoint officers from within its ranks as follows:
I. President: Elected
1. Must be a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary, or VFWRG supporter in good standing.

ii. Vice President: Elected
1. Must be a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary, or VFWRG supporter in good standing.

b. Secretary: Appointed
i. Must be a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary, or VFWRG supporter in good standing.

c. Treasurer: Elected
I. Held by the sponsoring unit Quartermaster or their authorized representative in accordance with VFW Bylaws. Must be a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary.

ii. Duties: Maintains financial records of the VFWRG. The Treasure collects monies from all fundraising events and coordinates disbursement of funds. The Treasurer shall give a detailed report on all receipts and disbursement of funds at all VFWRG meetings. Shall provide a monthly finical report to the sponsoring unit Quartermaster for inclusion in the sponsoring unit’s financial report. The Treasurer is also responsible for maintaining all the VFWRG patches that are un-issued as well as a record of the patches each member has in their possession. The Treasurer collects all VFWRG dues, if any, from the VFWRG members.

d. Sergeant at Arms: Appointed
I. Must be a member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary, or VFWRG supporter in good standing.

e. Chaplain: Appointed
I. Open to any member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary or participant of VFWRG.

f. Captain Road: Appointed
I. Open to any member in good standing of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary or participant of VFWRG that meets criteria as ride leaders, capable of executing rides and functions pertaining to the VFWRG.


ELECTIONS:

The member with the most votes during the election will be declared the winning
member. In the event of a tie, each member with the highest number of votes will participate in
a run-off election for that position.

Section 1. 
Officer’s nominations will take place in March of each calendar year, regularly
scheduled monthly meetings of members. Any member may nominate any member for any office or position. Any member may nominate themselves for an office or position. Any member being nominated must be present at that meeting at which they are being nominated. Nominations may be accepted in writing, if received by the VFWRG Secretary in April in lieu of being present.

Section 2. 
Voting for Officers will take place in April of each calendar year, regularly
scheduled monthly meetings of members. There are no absentee voting and no proxy voting allowed for any position or office. The listing of winning Officers will be noted in minutes, and a copy of the listing will be provided to the sponsoring Post Commander for review.

Section 3. 
Officers, elected or appointed, will serve beginning July 1st for one (1) year, or part
thereof, ending the following June 30th, when the sponsoring VFW Post Officers vacate their respective office. Officers voted into office during the normally scheduled membership meeting for elections, will take their office in June, when the sponsoring VFW Post Officers take their office.




Section 4. 
No Officer may be nominated, voted into, appointed, or hold no more than (3) Officer positions during the same time. The exception is treasurer, who may only hold that one position.

Section 5. 
All Officers are required to attend at least five (5) monthly meetings each
membership year, either live or virtual, (12-month cycle from date of office). If an officer cannot attend the minimum number of meetings, they may be excused absences with final approval by the post commander.

Section 6. 
All Officers are required to attend at least three (3) sponsored rides or events each
membership year. If an officer cannot attend the minimum number of meetings, they may be excused absences with final approval by the post commander.

Section 7. 
If an elected or appointed Officer misses three (3) consecutive meetings unexcused, their office or appointment will be vacated and the President may appoint, with the advice and consent of the Executive Board, to fulfill that position until the next regular scheduled election.

Section 8.
 If the vacated office is that of the President, the Vice President will assume office and appoints a new Vice President until the next regular schedule election.

Section 9. 
An elected or appointed Officer may be removed from office with not less than two thirds vote of Club Membership.



ARTICLE 4: MEETINGS

Section 1. 
The regular meeting of members will be held at 315 Philema Road, Albany, Georgia 31701

Section 2. 
The regular meetings of the VFWRG members will be held on the fourth Monday of each month, to be called order at 1830 hrs. The appointed day and time of the regular meetings may be changed by a 2/3 majority vote of the members present at any regular meeting. The VFWRG members and Department Commander shall be notified of any changes to the appointed day and/or time of the regular meetings.

Section 3. 
Special meetings may be called in accordance with the provisions of the National By-Laws Article II, Sec. 203.




ARTICLE 5: AMMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS

Section 1. 
These By-Laws may be amended, altered, repealed, or replaced by the Executive Board, with approval of a vote at any regular scheduled membership meeting. The text of the changes will be distributed to all members and will be placed as an Appendix to these By-Laws.



APPENDICES:

A. Officer duties:

a. President: Presiding officer of all VFWRG meetings. The President will act as a liaison
between the VFWRG and the sponsoring unit and community organizations. The
President will request, from the sponsoring unit, approval for all events, expenditures,
of VFWRG dedicated funds. The President will give a monthly report of the unit
activities.

b. Vice-President: Will perform the duties as presiding officer in absence of the President. Assists in the planning of VFWRG events. Coordinates the flow of information.
provided to VFWRG members and advises the President of concerns of VFWRG
members.

c. Secretary: Responsible for keeping all the VFWRG records, written reports, and
correspondence between outside organizations. The Secretary will maintain all
applications and waivers of liability forms. They call role at VFWRG meetings and
responsible for recording the meeting minutes. It is the Secretary’s duty to notify all
members of special meeting times and dates, other than the normally scheduled
meetings. The Secretary will maintain the Bylaws of the VFWRG noting any changes as
voted on and approved by the Sponsoring unit.

d. Treasurer: Maintains financial records of the VFWRG. The Treasure collects monies from all fundraising events and coordinates disbursement of funds. The Treasurer shall give a detailed report of all receipts and disbursement of funds at all VFWRG meetings. Shall provide a monthly finical report to the sponsoring unit Quartermaster for inclusion in the sponsoring unit’s financial report. The Treasurer is also responsible for maintaining all the VFWRG patches that are un-issued as well as a record of the patches each member has in their possession. The Treasurer collects all VFWRG dues, if any, from the VFWRG members. **** Disbursement of money**** Commander to check post by-laws


e. Sergeant at arms: Makes certain to uphold rules of the VFWRG and keeps order at all
meetings and events. Reports actions of its members, who do not conform to rules of
the VFWRG, or its sponsoring unit, to the President.

f. Chaplain: Provides spiritual guidance to VFWRG members.

g. Road Captain: responsible for route planning and if needed the coordination of support vehicles for events. When on an event, they are the ranking officer if the President and Vice-President are not present and therefore leads the VFWRG formation on the ride. If the President is on the ride, the Road Captain rides at the front of the group with the President. The Road Captain will give a pre-ride safety briefing to all participants at the event including support vehicle drivers and passengers.



WEAR OF PATCHES

a. The use of the VFW Riders patch and any VFW logo is subject to trademark protection under
Section 803 and 805 of the National By-Laws in the Manual of Procedure.

b. The VFW Riders patch will be of a one-piece design and at no time will include a rocker.

c. The front of the vest will have the USA flag patch over the left chest and will not have any other patch above it.

d. The POW MIA patch will be over the right chest and shall be slightly lower than the top of the
USA patch as you look at vest.

e. As we represent the VFWRG, no other patches with profanity, depicting acts of a sexual nature, or otherwise not within the keeping of the standards set forth by the VFW will be worn.



THESE By-Laws were adopted and approved this _______________ day of ______________, ___________.

Subject to the review of the Commander-in-Chief, the Commander of the Department of Georgia, and our Post Commander.


VFWRG President: __________________________________________DATE______________
(signature)


VFWRG President: __________________________________________DATE______________
(printed name)


POST COMMANDER: ______________________________________DATE______________
(signature)

POST COMMANDER: ______________________________________DATE______________
(printed name)
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